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it is accepted by the ruling interest in so far as it applies
to schools attended by the mass of the people. At the
boundary line of schools of the upper level it stops short.
One still hears the old denunciations of education in a
^trait jacket, of Whitehall bureaucracy and of the blessings
of unregulated diversity. And this in an England where
the State has been operating vigorously in education
during the last forty years with the result that no two
counties are alike in the individual interpretation they
have each worked out of a common national policy for
the mass
We feel tempted to follow up some other obvious
changes in social attitude such as arc likely to have
important effects The psycho-social causes of a falling
birth-rate, striking change duung the last forty years in
the public attitude tov\aids Empuc, and the dnft of
"internationalist" fcchng, aic all examples. But these
and others must be left as matcnal for a separate study
The development oi a popular philosophy of education
is perhaps the most relevant example that could be given
of an urgently needed change in basic attitudes It is
unlikely, in England, that such a philosophy would be
sharply antagonistic to that which has been dominant
hitherto. Its function would be to preside over the pro-
cess of unifying the values of culture and usefulness, and
to secure that, in so far as the educational system is an
instrument of social selection, the criteria it applies
shall be purely educational and used with no inelevant
bias.
(5) The Nature of Social Cohesion
We have been thinking of education throughout in a
predominantly social aspect, as a process conducted and